A Simple Lithographic Approach for Preparing Patterned, Micron-Scale Corrals for Controlling Cell Growth.
Hydrophobic n-alkanethiolate bottoms and walls consisting of hydrophilic three-layer poly(acrylic acid)/poly(ethylene glycol) nanocomposite polymers are used for making patterned corrals having lateral dimensions of 63 μm. Macrophage cells are confined within these corrals and are unable to grow over the corral walls (see picture).